Introducing six of the year’s top
student artists
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The spring master’s of fine arts thesis exhibitions at local art schools show us where
art is going: Artists cross disciplines, often shuffling many mediums. Technique is
important, but secondary to concept. Social consciousness is on the rise. Boston art

schools have been the breeding ground of top tier artists, including Joan Jonas and
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Christian Marclay. We visited some of this year’s budding stars at the School of the
Museum of Fine Arts and Tufts University, Massachusetts College of Art and Design,

Boston University, and Lesley University.
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You can see Matak’s work in two exhibitions
this spring — his thesis show, and “Some
Assembly Required,” a group show in the
Museum of Fine Arts’ Courtyard Gallery _
through Aug. 16. Both utilize his graphic, comic- ; Q s \
book style, and convey the tension between

history and the present. -
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At the MFA, he sets contemporary characters against legendary paintings, recycling,
and equalizing. In “Allegory of Painting” one man (Matak himself) drags another in
front of John Singleton Copley’s “Watson and the Shark.” The figures in the
foreground are based on a 1981 Robert Longo drawing. Both images wrestle with

peril and rescue. The allegory: Painting is ever being pulled from the teeth of death.

Matak’s thesis show considers how symbols such as pedestals and architectural
ornaments frame power. He invites viewers to pull down a freestanding painting of a
statue, and he anticipates they will take selfies framed by his painted embellishments.
“I'm hoping visitors will become the things marked important,” he says. “They will

take the figure away. They will fill that void.”
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